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“A library…should be the delivery room for the birth of ideas—a place where history comes to life.”  



---Norman Cousins

More than simply a repository for books, the 21st century university library serves as a hub for the intellectual and social work of students, faculty, and staff.  The library must be a place of intense study, debate, and collaborative work that sustains its enduring mission to link people and ideas across space and time.

Our vision for UCSC’s McHenry Library is to create this sort of space and to strengthen the sense of community on campus.  The campus is committed to rejuvenating the McHenry building, its services, and collections and to transforming it into the preferred location for scholars and learners to pursue their work and interact with their colleagues.  The new McHenry will be the heart of the campus.  Its physical location in the core of campus perfectly situates McHenry to become the central destination for the UCSC community, a place not just to come for quiet, contemplative study, but also a place to meet other students, to collaborate on the production of new types of works, to gather and grow ideas, and a place for cultural events.  The new McHenry Library will also be equipped to address the increasing need to serve as a “home away from home” for students who do not live on campus.

UCSC has completed the planning for an ambitious project to add on to McHenry Library and to renovate the existing building that currently is much the same as it was when it opened in the 1960s.  Construction of the addition started in fall 2005, and it will be completed in early 2008.  As soon as the addition is finished, the existing McHenry Library building will be gutted and renovated to meet new standards for 21st century libraries.  Our plan is to create the kind of spaces that will draw students and faculty together.  We intend to create an inviting, engaging atmosphere that will give the campus a new sense of the library as active learning space.  Among the functions we have planned are: 
· a cyber-café with the theme of global awareness.  The décor will include large-screen monitors that display the front pages of newspapers from around the world. 
· a 21st century information union that will offer cutting-edge technology and wide access to an impressive range of information resources along with expert assistance from library staff and IT professionals.  This space will be located on the main floor of the building inside the entrance and will draw students and faculty in. 
· several areas for creating, viewing, and manipulating visual images as well as a film and music center that will provide viewing stations for individuals and groups so they can watch selections from our large collection of recordings, films, and other media.  Students will have access to specially equipped production rooms that allow them to utilize the Library’s substantial collections and to create new forms of audiovisual materials.

· expanded Special Collections and Archives that provide access to manuscripts, papers, and other rare materials.  Behind the scenes will be a state-of-the-art facility for preserving fragile print and images.

· large-group spaces for handling library instruction.  Today’s generation of students has grown up with the web and Google, but they still need to acquire the skills they will depend on over their lifetimes for identifying their information needs and possible sources, for finding those sources, and for evaluating the relevancy, currency, and authenticity of the information they have found.  Librarians partner with faculty at UCSC to teach these skills, so the remodeled spaces in McHenry Library will provide much-needed venues for effective teaching of these concepts.

· numerous reading and group study spaces that will give individuals and teams choices of the type of space they work in—solitary reading areas or bustling commons areas.
· a wellness area for exercising or more contemplative physical activities, such as yoga and meditation, that will enable students to take a more conscious approach to breaks during study hours.
· beautiful landscaped areas outside the building that will allow students and faculty to work outdoors with views of the forest and the natural environment of the campus as they study and socialize.

· exhibit and display areas that allow library visitors to be stimulated by the work of local artists.

McHenry Library will continue to house a growing collection of carefully selected books and journals that support UCSC’s offerings in the areas of the arts, humanities, and the social sciences.  Despite reports to the contrary, books are still being published, and the UCSC Library has a steadfast commitment to acquiring and making available the best resources that will enable students and faculty to do their research.  At the same time, the building and the lawn and reading gardens on the south and west sides will offer wireless connectivity to the resources available in electronic formats.

Your help is needed to make this vision a reality.  With spiraling construction costs, the state budget allows us to make some of these changes but not all.  To realize this vision to transform McHenry Library, we need your support.  The role of the library is to be a place to learn, a place to read, and a place to find information.  We are intent on fulfilling all of these roles for the UCSC community as we plan for the McHenry addition and renovation, and we believe that we can do this with your help.  We are determined to have the best university library of our time.  
"…the health of our civilization, the depth of our awareness about the underpinnings of our culture, and our concern for the future can all be tested by how well we support our libraries. "  


--Carl Sagan 

