
Ebooks from the UCSC Library 
 
The University Library offers a large and growing collection of ebooks from many publishers on a variety of 
platforms.  Ebooks are listed in Cruzcat and may be found via the standard catalog searches.  You may also 
connect to the ebook databases directly and search and/or browse the database.  Ebooks available for purchase 
are typically protected by embedded Digital Rights Management (DRM) software.  Most of our ebooks are 
Adobe Digital Editions compatible so you may wish to ensure that your device supports ADE and/or install the 
free program prior to searching.  EBL now offers downloads using ePub ebook file format with more flexible 
viewing/formatting options. 
Below you will find information regarding searching and downloading books from our major aggregator (not 
publisher specific) platforms, Ebook Library (EBL), Ebrary, and Ebooks on EBSCOHost (formerly 
NetLibrary).  Links to the main publisher-specific platforms follow.  For more information on UC licensed 
ebooks see Tony Harvell’s  Using Ebooks in UCSD Libraries guide.  QUT has some outstanding guides 
including Brendan Sinnamon’s QUT Library Ebooks and Reading Online/Downloading to 
Computers/Smartphones/Tablet Devices/Ebook Readers.   
 

 
Ebrary is a collection of over 
30,000 online full text books in a 
variety of subject areas. The ebrary 
QuickView Reader runs within 
your web browser and works with 
Windows, Mac OS, and Linux. 
QuickView allows instant viewing 
of documents in your browser. To 
print, copy, or use other advanced 
features, you can use the InfoTools 
menu from QuickView.  

Ebrary Readers:  Two other 
readers are also available: 1) the 
Unity Reader (Windows, Linux; 
includes text-to-speech 
functionality).   The Unity Reader 
works well with newer browser 
versions OR the 2) Ebrary Plugin 
Reader which offers more 
functionality and better results in 
printing.  To install it click on 
the button to launch.   

SIMULTANEOUS USERS:  
Ebrary Academic subscribed titles 
allow simultaneous multi-user 
access. UCSC also provides access 
to limited number of purchased 
single-user titles.  SUPO titles 
become available to another patron 
once the user logs out, selects 

 

EBL (Electronic Book Library) is a 
platform hosts over 100,000 titles 
from hundreds of academic 
publishers.  The UCSC Library 
provides access to ~1,000 of these 
titles but patrons may lease or 
purchase other EBL  You can 
discover EBL titles by searching 
Cruzcat --the titles will be 
identified by EBL ebook library in 
the Other Title field.   

You should install Adobe Reader 
(free of charge to download) prior 
to viewing these books.   

SIMULTANEOUS USERS:  EBL 
allows multiple users to access a 
single ebook at one time.   

DOWNLOADING   Read Online 
is the best option to choose unless 
you need to read the book when 
you are not connected to the 
internet, or if you want to use it on 
a portable device.  Downloading a 
book gives you access to it later 
when you are no longer online, or if 
you want to load it onto a hand held 
device. You choose how long you 
wish to access the book, 1-3 days.. 

 
EBOOKS on EBSCOHost  

The UCSC Library owns 
approximately 7,000 titles from 
Ebooks on EBSCO Host. You can 
discover these titles by searching 
Cruzcat --the titles are identified by 
NetLibrary in the Author field.  

SIMULTANEOUS USERS: 
Ebooks on EBSCOHost allows 
only one user at a time to access the 
title, unless we have purchased 
multiple copies.   Because of this, 
we limit checkouts to a 24 hour 
period for most books.   

PRINTING  

Ebooks on EBSCOHost normally 
allows printing of the bibliographic 
citation ONLY from the viewer.   

DOWNLOADING  

Not all of these books are 
downloadable. You may download 
the book to a personal device for a 
1 hour – 7 day loan period.  
Afterwards, the item will disappear 
from the remote device.  While that 
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"Release This Title" or closes the 
browser. 

PRINTING   Printing is limited to 
40 continuous pages, or a total of 
60 pages from a single book.  

DOWNLOADING  ebrary now 
offers the following two download 
options for offline access to ebrary 
content: 

 •Create an image PDF of a specific 
chapter or page range. Learn more. 

 ◦Same page limits as for printing. 
 ◦Accessible on most computers 
and devices, including the Kindle. 
 ◦Additional (free) software is 
typically not needed. 
 ◦Files do not expire. 
  
•Download an entire document as 
an e-book in Adobe Digital 
Editions.  Learn more. 
 ◦Patrons first need to install Adobe 
Digital Editions. 
 ◦Accessible on most computers 
and devices, but not the Kindle. 
 ◦Up to 10 documents at a time per 
patron. 
 ◦Multi-user documents can be full-
document downloaded for 14 
days*. 
 ◦Single-user-only documents 
cannot be downloaded.  
*Some publishers prohibit full-
document downloading of their 
documents.  See list here. 
 
USER HELP The Patron User 
Guide offers more detailed 
instructions  

FAQs  

Do I need special software or 
hardware to read ebrary books 
online?  

ebrary requires you to use one of 
their ebrary Readers to view and 

After this period the book will 
remain on your computer or device, 
but you will need to return to EBL 
to borrow the book again to be able 
to read it. 

Downloading an EBL book enables 
you to access the book offline and 
transfer it to a device that supports 
Adobe Digital Editions—see: 
Adobe Digital Editions list of 
compatible devices:  
http://blogs.adobe.com/digitalpubli
shing/supported-devices.  Apple 
devices (IPAD, IPhone etc.) 
normally require the BlueFire 
Reader to work with Adobe 
Digital.  One library prepared a 
YouTube video to demonstrate how 
this works.  

PRINTING   EBL allows users 
only to print 20% of a book's 
content (does not have to be 
consecutive pages). Only 5% of the 
book can be copied and pasted.   

USER HELP  The EBL User 
Guide provides detailed 
instructions for using EBL.  
 

FAQs  

Do I need special software or 
hardware to read ebooks online?  

EBL can be accessed using a 
standard Internet browser. The 
Safari browser is recommended for 
Mac users. EBL provides ebooks in 
Adobe PDF format, so in order to 
view EBL ebooks online, you will 
need the correct version of Adobe 
Reader installed on your computer. 
EBL works best with Acrobat 
Reader version 9 or later. If you 
download Adobe Reader 8, you 
will also need to download Adobe 
Digital Edition - Flash Player.  

Can I download ebooks to my 

title is in use no one else can access 
it (unless the Libraries own 
multiple copies).  

Adobe® Digital Editions 1.7.1 or 
higher is required for offline 
viewing. This free software can be 
downloaded from this link. These 
downloadable ebooks are 
compatible with ebook readers such 
as the Barnes & Noble NOOK, 
Sony Reader Daily Edition, Sony 
Digital Readers (PRS-300, 505, 
600 and 700BC).  

NOTE: Users must create a new 
and unique account for use during 
the Preview only. Information 
stored (including username, 
password and eBook information) 
will be deleted after the Preview 
ends.  

To download an eBook:  
 

Click the Download (Offline) 
link for the eBook you would 
like to download.  

Select a Checkout period 
from the drop-down menu and 
click the Checkout & 
Download button.  UCSC 
books only allows checkouts 
for a 24 hour period, however 
you may renew the title.  
Consortia books may be 
checked out for 7 days.  

The eBook is added to the 
Checkout area of the folder, 
accessible from the upper-right 
corner of the EBSCOhost 
interface. If you are not logged 
into your My EBSCOhost 
folder, you are prompted to do 
so.  

Select to Open or Save the file 
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interact with documents and for 
expanded functionality. The ebrary 
QuickView Reader runs within 
your web browser and works with 
Windows, Mac OS, and Linux. The 
ebrary Plug-in Reader runs inside 
your web browser and is available 
on Windows and Mac OS. You 
download and install the Plug-in 
Reader as a browser plug-in. The 
Plug-in Reader performs essentially 
the same tasks as the ebrary 
QuickView Reader. Both are 
available from the ebrary website.  

Can I download ebooks to my 
hand held device (like my phone, 
my Kindle, my Sony Reader)?  

It depends. You may not be able to 
use a personal ebooks reader, such 
as the Kindle, if the DRM controls 
are not compatible.  See 
“Downloading” section. 

Can I print from ebrary? Can I 
copy and paste from ebrary?  

Yes, within the copyright 
restrictions of the title, you can 
print chapters, sections or pages 
you wish to use for your research. 
You can also select text and copy it 
to another application.  

phone, e-book reader or tablet?  

Yes, whenever the DOWNLOAD 
button appears in a book you are 
reading, you can download the 
book for 24 hours. After 24 hours 
of use you will be prompted to 
download the book again.  

Downloading an EBL book enables 
you to access the book offline and 
transfer it to a device that supports 
Adobe Digital Editions—see: 
Adobe Digital Editions list of 
compatible devices: 
http://blogs.adobe.com/digitalpubli
shing/supported-devices.  Apple 
devices (IPAD, IPhone etc.) 
normally require the BlueFire 
Reader to work with Adobe Digital.  

At this time Kindles are not 
compatible with Adobe Digital 
Editions and EBL books.  

Can I print from EBL?  

Yes, but because of copyright, 
there are restrictions as to how 
much of the book you can print or 
copy. Printing from EBL is 
restricted to approximately 20% of 
the total pages of the ebook, per 
user. Copying and pasting content 
is restricted to approximately 5% of 
the total pages of the ebook, per 
user. EBL will display a message if 
the limit is reached. 

from the resulting dialog box.  

If you Open the file, your 
eBook is opened with Adobe® 
Digital Editions.  

If you Save the file, the eBook 
is saved to your computer and 
can be opened with Adobe® 
Digital Editions at a later time.  

When a downloaded eBook is 
opened, it is displayed in 
Adobe® Digital Editions. 

NOT ALL Ebooks on 
EbscoHost can be downloaded.  
Limits are set by copyright 
holders and publishers.  The 
download button will appear 
only if the book is download 
eligible. 

 
USER HELP  The Ebooks on 
EbscoHost User Guide has 
extensive information to enable you 
to use this collection more 
effectively.  This tutorial walks you 
through the steps to download to 
your portable device. 

 

 
 
 

     
 
 Additional eBook publishers/platforms 

The UCSC Library has access to additional publisher ebook platforms.  The terms of use vary as do the 
number of simultaneous users, and the ability to download, print, and copy and paste.   

ABC-CLIO eBook Collection: cross-searchable platform, unlimited simultaneous user access to 
encyclopedias, dictionaries, handbooks, and guides from ABC-CLIO, Greenwood Press, and Praeger. 

http://blogs.adobe.com/digitalpublishing/supported-devices
http://blogs.adobe.com/digitalpublishing/supported-devices
http://www.bluefirereader.com/ipad.html
http://www.bluefirereader.com/ipad.html
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http://support.ebsco.com/knowledge_base/detail.php?id=5358
http://support.ebsco.com/training/flash_videos/eBooks/ebooks_downloading/ebooks_downloading.html
http://oca.ucsc.edu/login?url=http://ebooks.abc-clio.com/main.aspx


ACLS Humanities E-Book: from the American Council of Learned Societies, contains more than 3,000 full-
text titles from over 100 publishers.  

Cambridge Books Online (CBO): ~1,250 cross-searchable natural and social science monographs. 

CRCnetBASE: access to CRC Press reference books via sub-databases in the fields of forensics, food 
science, information technology, biosciences, pharmaceuticals, engineering, mathematics, and statistics.  

e-Duke Books Scholarly Collection:  Access to over 1,200 books from Duke University Press, hosted on the 
Ebrary Platform.  

Gale Virtual Reference Library:  A collection of over 170 reference books on various subjects.   

Oxford Reference Online Premium: includes ~300 cross-searchable dictionary, language references, and 
subject reference works.  See also Oxford Handbooks Online. 

Oxford Scholarship Online: Offers electronic access to books in biology, business and management, 
classical studies, economics and finance, history, law, linguistics, literature, mathematics, music, 
neuroscience, philosophy, physics, political science, psychology, public health and epidemiology, religion 
and social work. 

RSC ebook Collection: Over 1,000 books spanning 40 years have been brought together, digitized as pdf 
files and made fully searchable. 

Safari (O’Reilly) Tech Books Online: Access to books covering computer and IT topics.  

Sage Reference Online: Cross-searchable online encyclopedias and handbooks in the social sciences from 
SAGE Publications 

SpringerLink Online Monographs & Book Series includes over 30,000 books from every scientific 
discipline and many social sciences, published in English and German from 2005 to 2012.   

Taylor & Francis:  primarily social science monographs. 

University of California Press eScholarship Editions, 1982-2004: includes almost 2000 books published by 
the University of California Press  on a range of topics, including art, science, history, music, religion, and 
fiction.  

Wiley Online Monographs:  reference titles and other books in the sciences.  California Digital Library has 
licensed most of the Wiley Interscience books for 2011-12.  
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