
   PubMed Quick Guide  
 
Why Choose PubMed?  For the most up-to-date access to peer-reviewed articles on an incredible variety of 
biomedical topics, including medical research, genetics, bioinformatics, physiology, oncology, nursing, and more. PubMed 
is one of the Entrez system databases from the National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI). PubMed records 
provide links to data in other Entrez databases as appropriate. 
 
Where Can I Find PubMed?   Use the customized “UC” link http://uclibs.org/PID/10347 instead of the public 
PubMed address to link directly to full-text articles from electronic journals licensed by UCSC, to link to listings of print 
journals available at UCSC, and to order free document delivery for articles not owned locally (delivery for UCSC affiliates only). 
 

If you don’t see the  button in the Abstract  display, you are not in the customized UC version!  
 
 
Searching by Subject  – Enter significant terms of interest (e.g., gene therapy diabetes ) and click the Go button or 
press the Enter key.  Combine search terms with connector words: AND, OR, NOT, which must be in upper case, to 
refine your search.  
 

 
 
 
 
Using Limits  –  
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 

To retrieve more, use the 
truncation symbol *.  
 
For example, type therap*  to 
retrieve therapy, therapies, 
therapeutic.   
 

Target your results using the 
Limits  page.   
 
Add an author or a specific 
journal to your search.  
 
Or limit your search to 
particular genders, 
languages, topic subsets, 
article types, age ranges, 
etc. 
 
Use limits to find less, or 
to focus specifically on 
what you want.  
 



Questions? Contact the Science & Engineering Library reference desk at 459-2886, or use the form at http://library.ucsc.edu/askalibrarian.html. 
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Results List  – To view the abstract  or to access the  button to link directly to the full-text of articles we 
own online, click the author hyperlink or change the Display from Summary to Abstract in the pull down menu.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Send to…  

·  Text changes the display to plain text so you can use the browser to print  the list. 
·  File will download the citations to a file or disk. Change display to MEDLINE first for import into EndNote. 
·  Clipboard to save selected references for later printing or downloading. 
·  E-mail to send selected citations to a designated email address. 

·   RSS Feed to create an RSS URL you can cut and paste into your RSS reader for daily updates from your 
search strategies. Links to the PubMed records with UC e-Links enabled are included in the feed. 

·  Order  to request multiple items via document delivery with one order, or for a more efficient way to access UC e-
Links for multiple items in a list.  A real timesaver!  

 
More about UC E-Links: http://www.cdlib.org/inside/ instruct/uc-elinks/ 

 
 

Other Useful Tips     
 
Author Searching : Author names should be entered in the form smith jc  but initials are optional. Author names are 
automatically truncated to account for varying initials. 
 
Clinical Queries  (link on blue sidebar) makes it easier to find articles that report applied clinical research. It has built-in 
evidence-based search “filters” for articles discussing therapy , diagnosis , etiology , and prognosis .  There are also 
“filters” for medical genetics  and systematic reviews . This is the smart place to start for searches in these areas.  
 
Single Citation Matcher  (link on blue sidebar) is a fill-in-the-blank form providing an efficient way to locate specific 
articles (for which you have the citation or partial citation), an issue’s contents, or an entire journal’s contents. 
 
Current Awareness Updates : 
Daily updates of your personal search strategies can be delivered via e-mail or RSS feed.  
 

·  Via e-mail through My NCBI: PubMed’s My NCBI feature will store search strategies and provide automatic e-
mail updates. Initial free registration is required. Access My NCBI by clicking the My NCBI link on the blue sidebar 

or by using the tool icon  to the right of the sorting tabs in the results display. Other My NCBI features include 
additional filters and the option to sort your results with customized tabs.  

·  Via RSS feed: From the results page of your search choose the Send to RSS  option to create a custom RSS 
feed URL that you can cut and paste into your feed reader (Bloglines, for example). Note: PubMed feeds not 
accessed for six months will be deleted. 

Review Articles  are 
automatically sorted 
for you. 
 
Reviews are helpful 
overviews of the 
topic.   
 


