
SUDOC Call Numbers 
What you really need to know 

 
Sample Call Number: 

Y10.2: EC 7/10 
      (stem) 

 
3 things you should know: 

1. The system is based on provenance or source, not subject 
• It's easy to see what an agency has published, but browsing shelves is 

difficult 
 
2. There are NO Decimals, ever! 
• The number after the point is a whole number (the following 

examples are in order) 
 

Example: D 1.1: 
 D 1.33: 
 D 1.122: 

 
3. Slashes and dashes:  
• If the stem has slashes or dashes, the base number comes first 
• Same rule applies for slashed or dashed numbers after the stem 
(the following examples are in order) 

 
Example 1  Example 2 
C 3.186:  EP 1.23: 
C 3.186/2:  EP 1.23/A: 
C 3.186/7-3:  EP 1.23/2: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

lo-9/20/05: Adapted from SuDocs Basics 
http://www.lib.msu.edu/publ_ser/docs/student/Manual/quizes/sudocsbasics1.html 

 

http://www.lib.msu.edu/publ_ser/docs/student/Manual/quizes/sudocsbasics1.html


Can’t find a publication on the shelves? 
 

1. Look up the SuDoc number in CRUZCAT and check the location 
 
2. Look carefully through the record for the notation “Shipping list no.” 

 

 
 
 
The shipping list number offers clues about where to look for documents.  
This is most useful for documents issued prior to 1999. 
 
If the letter ends in:  Look for it here: 
 -P (Paper)  Gov Pubs US Docs Stacks 
 -M (Microfiche)  Fiche cabinets outside former GP Ref area 
 
 
 
 
 


